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Phase space. The full set of coordinates and momenta of particle (or a ensemble of 
particles) {qi,Pi} is called phase space. Naturally dimension of the phase space is always 
even: 2,4,6.., 2n. While motion in the coordinate space {qi} can be rather arbitrary, the 
same motion in the phase space satisfies a number of very strong constrains, e.g. there is 
a number of invariants.  

Location or motion of particles in the phase space are called phase-space plots or phase-
space diagrams. Naturally we usually can plot on the paper or show on the screen only 
one coordinate and one momentum – hence, you usually see phase plot for 1D case, or 
for projections of multi-dimensional phases space plot on one plane. 
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It is hard to draw 6D phase space distribution in PPT..  but  it is easy to 
draw 2D projections 
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If particles do not decay or disappear in any other way (scatter on residual gas and fly 
away!), than number of particles inside any hyper-surface transforming according to the 
map (155) is preserved. Remember, that trajectories can not cross in the phase space – it 
also means that particle can not cross a boundary which moving according to the 
particle’s motion. In accelerator physics it is called water-bag. You can deform it, twist 
and turn, but can not change its volume. The phase-space liquid is in-compressible. 

It means that phase space density of an ensemble of particles is particles is invariant: 

 

f X, s( )def =
dN
dX 2n ⇒ f M:X( ) ≡ f X( )

f M s1 s2( ) X s1( )( ), s2( ) ≡ f X s1( ), s1( )
   (160) 

In other words, the phase space density is preserved along the trajectories. This is 
foundation for one of most used equation in accelerator and plasma physics – Vlasov 
equation: 

df X s( ), s( )
ds

=
∂ f X, s( )

∂s
+
∂ f X, s( )

∂X
dX
ds

= 0

dX
ds

= S ⋅
∂H X, s( )

∂X
∂ f X, s( )

∂s
+
∂ f X, s( )

∂X
⋅S ⋅

∂H X, s( )
∂X

= 0

   (160eq) 

It is also referred to as method of trajectories – now you know what it is about. We will 
return to this equation when we will study collective effects. 

Incompressible phase-space liquid 
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Invariants. Since symplecticity of the map and corresponding matrices, there are    
n*(2n-1) total conditions. One of them is detM=1 we already put in use. The rest of the 
invariants are called after French mathematician/physicist Poincaré.  
The other invariants preserved by symplectic transformations were found by Poincaré 
and they are the sum of projections onto an appropriate manifold in two, four…. (2n-2) 
dimensions. In integral form it is  

� 

dqi∫∫ dPi

i=1

n

∑ = inv; dqidP
idq jdP

j∫∫∫∫
i≠ j
∑ = inv......  (161) 

If you count the number of Poincaré invariants (including Liouville!) you should not be 
surprised to find that there is n*(2n-1).  
Why these invariants are important? is a very good question. The main reason is that 
frequently they can be useful to solve problem analytically – the same way as energy 
conservation completely solves problem in 1D potential. The other important reason is 
that they actually restrict what one can do with beams of particles, e.g. does not allows us 
to compress “waterbag”. 
The look of these invariants is deceivingly simple. Let just discuss one of them – sum of 
the projections on 2D surfaces for n=2 case, e.g. a classical accelerator problem with 
coupled transverse (x and y) motion: 

dqi∫∫ dPi

i=1

2

∑ = dx∫∫ dPx + dy∫∫ dPy = inv    (162) 

It states that sum of projections of phase space volume onto two one dimensional “phase-
plots” is invariant of motion. But in some cases one of the projection can have negative 
value…. We will discuss this in more details later when discussing linear coupling. 
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What we learned today? 
•   Using 2n dimensional coordinate-momentum phase space with simplistic metric is 

a natural way of studying Hamiltonian systems 
•  Trajectory originated at two different points of phase space will never cross  
•  Volume of the phase space occupied by ensemble of particles frequently called 

emittance 
–  More rigorous definition of emittance will given later in the course  

•  Instead of studying individual particles trajectories, we can introduce, generally a 
non-linear, map of the phase space on itself 

•  This map is locally symplectic, which immediately gives us n(2n-1) invariants of 
motion 

•  A second order Hamiltonian generates 2n s-dependent ordinary linear differential 
equation, which have a solution in form of linear 2nx2n matrix, which is 
(naturally) is symplectic 

•  Symplecticity of matrix provides n(2n-1) conditions on matrix element and allows 
easily to write inverse matrix – the late is the major advantage for any analytical 
studies 

28 

In next class we will find a very general way of calculating the transport matrices 


